SS Dalhousie was a 150 foot long coastal steamer with a 60 horsepower engine, later upgraded to 80 horsepower, designed to carry cargo and up to thirty passengers. No original
images of the ship survive and her construction drawings were lost, probably during diving operations on the wreck. This impression is based on contemporary descriptions.

This Sad Calamity - the wreck of the Dundee
Steamer Dalhousie in 1864

Dalhousie was launched on Saturday the 12�� of
February 1861 at the Gourlay Brothers Shipyard,
then one of the largest yards in Dundee. Sailing on
her maiden voyage on 20 April 1861 under the
command of thrusting 29-year-old Captain Henry
Glenny, she soon establish a reliable twice-weekly
service to the important coal ports in northeastern England. Competition for passengers and
cargo was intense and Glenny drove his ship hard
in all weathers.

The Dundee Perth & London Company’s SS London was launched from the Gourlay Bros shipyard, the same yard that built Dalhousie, on the 7�� of April 1856.
Inbound for the Tay on the storm-lashed night of 24 November 1864, she sighted the distress signals from Dalhousie, but was unable to help. London would
herself be sunk in a collision off Monifieth almost exactly a year later in November 1865. Salvaged and repaired, she was over 50 years old when finally scrapped.

The Broughty Ferry Lifeboat Mary Hartley
was, as shown in this contemporary drawing,
swamped three times by huge waves while
crossing the Abertay sandbank on her epic
mission to the Dalhousie. Sadly the lifeboat
crew’s valiant efforts were in vain as they
reached the wreck only to find that there were
no survivors.
The Dalhousie service was the Mary Hartley’s
second on that storm-lashed day. Earlier, just
after dawn and with the easterly gale at its
most violent, the Broughty Ferry crew had
braved enormous breaking seas crashing over
the Tay Bar to rescue the four crew of the
Montrose collier David and John.

The intended track of both Dalhousie and London inbound for
Dundee is shown in blue. Given the easterly gale and the state of
the tide, Dalhousie was probably disabled somewhere between the
hatched red lines by a large wave that crashed over stern, tearing
off her funnel and flooding her engine room. Sails were then hoisted
as Captain Glenny tried to run the ship ashore on Tentsmuir. She
almost made it, but sank less than a mile from the beach.

Twelve Dalhousie crewmen here recorded in the
Marine Register of seamen’s deaths.
Grieving relatives of crew and passengers
besieged the Dock Street offices of the Dundee
and Newcastle Steam Shipping Company after the
disaster. But news was slow in coming, not least
because nobody seemed to know precisely how
many passengers were on board on that fateful
last voyage.
Only after several days had passed was it
confirmed that 34 passengers and crew had died.
Eighteen women had been widowed, 52 children
had been orphaned, all now dependent on a
disaster fund set up in the days immediately after
the sinking.
By then the first funerals had already taken place,
among them that of Captain Henry Glenny whose
grave in Dundee’s Western Cemetery is pictured
far right.

